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Supporting Both Ends Of The Leash
Geraldine D’Silva
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My Background
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Our 
Philosophy
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Why PAWS 
Matters

Why Access to 
Care Matters

• AIDS pandemic to COVID-19
• Vital services
• Nearly every person we help 

is struggling
• Pet is stable source of love, 

joy and hope
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Why PAWS 
Matters

Why Access to 
Care Matters Safety Net
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People need help 
for many reasons
• Illness, abuse, poverty, isolation, 

injury
• Each has a unique story
• Pet is their entire support system
• Whole people with intertwined needs
• We need to be creative and 

thoughtful
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Partnerships and 
Immersion
• It takes time
• Collaborative approach
• Volunteers
• Food donations
• Veterinary clinics
• Rescue groups
• Churches
• Senior Centers
• Community Centers
• Homeless Shelters
• Veterans Village
• Domestic Violence Council
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Community Pet Pantry
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Homeless Support
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Stand Down San Diego

11

The image part with relationship ID rId16 was not found in the file.
Banfield Foundation
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Access to Veterinary Care

• Vet Vouchers
• Over 100 veterinary partners
• Preventative
• Spay/neuter
• Grooming and training
• Paperless or coupons
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Community Pet Events

14



9/23/20

Maddie's Fund webcast 8

The image part with relationship ID rId16 was not found in the file.

Community Pet Events
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Veterinary 
Services
• Proactive, consistent
• Vet Vouchers
• Drive-thru vaccine and 

microchipping clinic  
• Spay/neuter 
• Mobile
• Pop-up clinics
• Transportation
• County-wide
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Domestic Violence

Support
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Safe Parking Lots
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Emergency 
Boarding
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Access to care is always 
evolving
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GDSilva@sdhumane.org

www.sdhumane.org
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